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TO. THE VICE SOCIETY, OR TO THE ANIMALS WHO 
-CALL THEMSELVES A SOCIETY FOR THE SUPPRES- 
SION OF VICE. ° ve : 





Secret Prxsecurors, 7 : 
1 am informed that you have been begging for more. money to 
catry on your prosécutions against the publishers: of ‘irreligious 
writings... I am a proud publisher of irreligious writings, and I 
bid you defiance. ‘1 dedicate to you the present number of ‘‘ The 
Republican,” by which you may see exactly, what progress you 
are making. . | have as many men ready to stand prosecution; as 
you can find money to prosecute. I again challenge you, and say that 
I will ultimately beat you into silence, if { do not succeed in driv- 


‘ing every subscriber to those prosecutions out of the country. 1 
have now been near four ei a prisoner for publishing “ Paine’s 


Theological Works” and** Palmer’s Principles of Nature,” and both - 
publications are still openly -sold in London by different publish- 
ers. My sister has been a prisoner twenty-oné~ months, for 
publishing a pamphlet that you dare not attempt.to prosecute at 
this day, and to which the corrupt Judge, who presided at her trial, 
was afraid to-have a defencemade: This pamphlet too is on pub- 
lic sale, if you think proper to proceed further against it. 

You will see by this publication that I can get money without 
begging for it; and that my. subseriptions increase with my ability 
todo without them. I beg of all my friends, not to press.for sub- 
scriptions er to-beg money for me; and I will shew you, that I 


an overthrow ‘all tHe forees you can Wield against. me without 


such aid. - hie to ay esate 
‘But, in the mean while, if there be: a Bishop, a Priest, or a man. 
or' woman of any sort, belonging to your society, or not, who may 
fancy that the lineof conduct you take against me can be defended, 
I myite him, her, or it, to a sober and private conversation -with 
me. 
I am, your fighting prisoner, 


. Dorchester Gaol, Sabbath, July “RICHARD CARLILE. 


27, fourth year of imprison- 
ment, under the last persecu- ‘ 
Hon, by the;Christians.. ‘> . 
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. To’ MR. R CARIILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





‘Sir, SieHa, near Newcastle upon Tyne, June 1823, 
To shew we are actuated by the same sentiments and feeling, as 
many others of our countrymen, a few friends of reform here have 
authorized me to send you Three Pounds, through the medium of 
Mr. Wooler, with the assurance that they consider your punishment, 
unmerited, and the inexorable rigour of your persecutors, not as 
that of men who wish so much to punish vice, as that of beings 
who, conscious of a declining cause, wish to trample under foot 
every thing, that has a tendency to pull down the system however in- 
iquitous, by which they are supported., 

Though it is now acknowledged that persecution is not the way 
to eradicate principles, nor prosecution to put down opinion, yet westill 
have tolament thereare fanatics to encourage the former, and ignorance 
enough to tolerate the latter. Under such complicated enmity we can- 
not but admire the patience and fortitude with which you have with- 
stood your enemies; and rejoice in the anticipation, that you will 
be another addition to the numerous victims that have already come 
forth from incarceration, as gold purified by the fire! and though 
you may not be canonized as a Saint, you will be hailed as the mar- 
ty Fes liberty, as the intrepid and daring advocate of your country’s 
nghts, : 
JOHN EMMERSON. 





TO MR. JOHN EMMERSON, OF STELLA, NEAR 
NEWCASTLE. | 





Sir, _ Dorchester Gaol, July 22, 1825. 
I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of £3. from you through Mr. 
Wooler, on behalf of some friends of Stella, near Newcastle 
upon Tyne; for which I return you thanks. Though I do 
not wish for further subscription-money from you, I sball 
be happy to improve my acquaintance with you, as far as 
ever you approve and dare to advocate the principles I dare 
to advocate; and fora man calling himself a Reformer to be 
afraid to speak what he thinks, is the way to become a 
very bad performer. 

We see a mass of evil existing amidst the people of this 
country; we trace this evil to the want of a social com- 
pact; or to the whole of Government being in the hands of 
a few men, who tax the industry of the eountry at discre- 
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tion and without controul. We see taxation forced to its 
highest productive power; that is to the amount where it 
cannot be increased to be continued, or without lessening 
eventaally the aggregate amount. We have seen that it has 
been stretched beyond this mark, and that the taxers have 
found it necessary to relinquish a part to preserve the 
other part: which is nothing more than.the tactic of an 
evemy. A conqueror would have prudence enough to do 
the same thing, to make the most he could of the conquered. 
We see that one- part of this taxation goes to support what 
is called the Church, the other part to support what is call- 
ed the State. They are one and the same thing to us the 
people, who are taxed and forced to support them; and 
the King isthe cap of both. There is nothing in the name 
of either: the taxation is the evil, and the same in both in- 
stances. WhenI hear a man crying: * Church and King:” 
or “ King and Country:” I set him down immediately as 
one of two things: either an arrant rogue, or an ignorant 
fool. ; 

“ Church,” is a word that means taxation by and for the 
Priests: the purpose, or pretended purpose, or thing to be 
supported, is called RELIGION. Every man will go thus 
far with me. I have gone further, and have examined 
what this word religion means. I find the whole thing to 
be a fraud, a gross imposition; and there is not one word 
connected with the word religion that has any intelligible 


meaning, or any physical relation to which it can be referred, 


and by which it can be demonstrated. I do not, as the in- 
terested in abuses say, state this to ignorant men, as a poi- 
son where the antidote cannot reach; but I state it to the 
Priests themselves, to all the iearned men in the country, to 
our magistrates, to our legislators, to men of science, I chal- 
lenge them al]l to the discussion of the merits of this word redz- 
gion. In this Gaol, f do not court the company of the prison- 
ers, though I should be happy to instruct any of them; but I 
challenge the-Chaplain, the. Magistrates, the whole body of 
the Clergy and leading men of the county, to come and in- 
struct me if they can, or to dispute with me the pro- 
priety of what I am doing. None of them come. As 
soon as I quit this Gaol, if [ do quit it alive, I shall not 
enter public houses, to propagate my principles among the 
drunken and the- worthless, who alone are found there; [ 
shall not seek to shine among ignorant men; though again 
I say, I shall be happy- to assist’in teaching them; but I 
shall follow the heels of the Bishops and the Priests of all 
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sects: the members of the universities of Oxford and Cam. 
bridge, and all the men who call themselves learned men 
ahd talk about religion ; [shall follow these, and such as 
these, and challenge them to discussion upon: their own 
dunghills: for dunghills they are indeed! No one shall be 
ever able to say to me that I seek to delude, to defraud, and 
-to impose upon ignorant men:-no! no! this shall be no 
longer said of me: I say come forth ye Priests ; come forth 
ye learned men! come forth ye men of science! and if an 

one or all of you can show me that 1 am wrong, I will re. 
cant and work the way ye are working. What can i say 
more to these persecuting wiseacres ? 

Since then this word Church, or its relation Religion, can § 
be made to mean nothing more than taxation; and since | 
can see that it is not only wholly useless, but grievously 
mischievous in its effects; I wish to cpen the eyes of my 
countrymen and country women, and in fact, of all mankind, 
to get. rid of the evil altogether. I-see, that, it is a thing 
very easily done: and the only course to its accomplish- 
ment is to define what the word religion means, so as to 
make all understand it. A priest would forsake his trade 
the moment it ceased to be profitable. He would never 
preach to you from his love for religion: it is the tithes and 
taxes that make him zealous for his God, and a demon in 
persecuting those who oppose him. This is the common 
motive with orthodox and heterodox; with Catholic of 
Dissenter of any kind. Wherever the word religion is in 
use, taxation is at the bottom of it. It is the same tbing 
even down to the Freethinking Christians, who boast of hav- 
ing no priests. Wherever a penny is collected from the 
congregation, there the object is taxation. You see-all the 
sects living in mutual hatred of each other! and you see 
them all combined to hate and persecute me and you if you 
support me? If religion was a thing to be loved or valued 
from any intrinsic worth that it had, there would be no et- 
mity ; but mutual instruction and mutual support aris 
is from it. People do not quarrel about morality, not 
. out the physical qualities of any given object, nor. about co- 

ours: in fact, they quarrel about no kind of knowledge ot 
mite that is commonly useful, and by which all can bene 

t. It is partial interest opposed to the general interest that 


forms the source of all 

quarrel, It is taxation and robbery, 
or.tobbery and taxation: for, in thi is tit 
they are one and the same thing. is country, at this time, 


* Church and King” are two hateful words, that mean 
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nothing but taxation, and robbery, and murder. “ King and 
Country” form an antithesis in language, and never should 
be united. A King is a magistrate, or a man in power; and 
in relation to country, he is no more than avy other man, if 
he be an honest well disposed man: but it is generally the- 
case, and a general rule, with the fewest exceptions, that a 
King is the common enemy of the country in which he lives 
or is allowed to exercise power. But, the fault is not in the 
man: be is but a man, living by the same means and actu- 
ated by the same passions as other men: the fault as to all 
the evils, he, as a king, can generate, is, in the people, who 
suffer him to exercise so much power over them: and with 
regard to that evil, they have no right to complain of any 
thing but their own ignorance and cowardice. Instead of 
crying *“* King and Country” I advise them to cry: ‘‘ Coun- 
try” and say nothing about King. - 

CounTRY isa word of some meaning: a word of great im- 
port to human beings: for instance, this country which we 
call Great Britain, forming an Island composed of three pro- 
vinces, England, Wales, and Scotland, contains a population 
of sixteen millions of biped tailless mammalia, or of those 
animals which we call men, women and children, not in- 
cluding the resembling species called monkies, baboons, 
apes, or ouran outangs, which are imported with tails for 
shew and amusement. Connected with the soil on which 
they feed, these sixteen millions of ruling and puling animals, 
for such they are in relation to other animals, and to them- 
selves, form what we, in talking, call the country. Now, a sensi- 
ble and honest man would never look at those things called 
Kings, Prinees, Dukes, Lords, Priests, &c., as of any parti- 
cular importance in the country; he would look at the ag- 
gregate condition of the whole sixteen millions; and if he 
saw any evils affecting the whole bady, he would endeavour 
to eradicate them, to work a radical reform from worse to bet- 
ter. If he saw that Priests were aneviland religion a fraud, 
he would endeavour to get rid of both, or to enlighten his 
fellow animals of the same species, so as to induce them {o 
east out this evil from among them. If he saw that here- 
ditary royalty and aristocracy did not form the best source 
of legislation and magistracy, he would endeavour to re- 
move this evil and introduce the better system. 

It can be clearly shewn, that moral legislation is the grand 
criterion of, or the only productive and protecting power 
for' general human happiness. It is omnipotent with moral 
evil, and capable of counteracting to a great degree all 
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kinds of physical evil, or the moral effects of this kind of 
evil. By whatever process the greatest amount of moral 
legislation can be obtained at the smallest expence, there 
ought all government to centre. If wisdom was hereditar 
and if we could get the highest degree of it into a race af 
kings then hereditary, simple and absolute monarchy would 
be the best kind of Government that could be devised: but 
as we see that kings are more often allied to madness, idiote 
and all kinds of foul debaucheries and villainies, than i 
wisdom ; it follows, that the present system of hereditary mo- 
narchy is the very worst species of government that can be 
devised, and calling it constitutional makes it no better. 

As wisdom can only be tested by trial; it follows, that 
to have a regular supply of the greatest amount in the Go- 
vernment, it must be acquired by delegation founded upon 
svt and this election and delegation, to be fair ae 
effectual, must embrace, at least, every man past a certain 
age. Exclusion of any kind without. consent implies a mo- 
nopoly of power, and a monopoly of power is A criterion 
of a monopoly of wisdom, but generally the reverse: there- 
fore, no kind of exclusion on one side, arising from a mo- 
nopoly of power on the other, can be just I conclude, that 
all kinds of hereditary power, all kinds of le islation 
and magistracy vested in hereditary titles, is not vai oa 
just, but a great evil to the country, and such an surf I 
bas So my pen to destroy. No man has a haeest oi 

o his country; i 
amend the condition of {aif on Tlsaadlgt star oT rf 
it is, because, I believe, that I have here ‘lear’ edt t ina 
to you the foundation of’all-those real evils whi Edis ms 
“ wood ; aps suas us, the people, that I hold in the high- 

an ) 

Church cot Nine ee Chench ae eg eaaal 
P erty of Stella, of Newcastle, of Sunderland, of Shield 
orth and South; of Durham, of Cumberl ft] aa 
berland, all; men women and children ftp - Sacelomtga 
which I reason upon matters that conce wi i ag Sa 
I have shewn you the whole sprin nd fo wa an gras 
and actions. I am not eee? t fongcengtedina fear iian 
stranger to your neighbourhood . 1 be “ie EL a peal 
this your first notice of me will lead t See rn seamen” 
I do not ask you to take m ad to a closer acquaintance. 
about priests and religion; b ab he Oe: Yast: “ave, seid 
; but I do ask you to examine 


the matter well f 
you. or yourselves: for it most deeply. concerns 
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It is vain to call ourselves Reformers: it is vain to talk 
about reformation, unless we are prepared. to probe all 
the evils that corrode the very vitals of our social con- 
dition. If this thing frightens us, if that thing frightens 
us, and if the other thing frighteps us, we are abject 
dupes and slaves, and not worthy to talk about reforma- 
tion. All our evils centre in ourselves: they can centre no 
where else: therefore, to begin reformation rightly, we must 
begin at home! Kings, nor Priests, nor Dukes, nor Lords 
have any power but what they derive from our igno- 
rance, our fears, and our idolatrous disposition to bow 
down and worship them. All the evils which they -bring 
upon us will exist until we reform ourselves. We must learn 
to know that they are but men like ourselves, and that 
they alone thrive and distinguish themselves upon our indus- 
try and our abject submission to their views. All the pro- 
perty in the country is derived from our labour. Kings, 
Priests, Dukes, and Lords produce nothing. How comes 
it then that they can monopolize the whole property of the 
country and leave you to work on in rags, squalidness, and 
wretchedness? This can not be done by fair play! Com- 
mon Sense teaches us, that the more we can reserve to our- 
selves of the property we produce, the better will be our 
condition. We ought then to look first and see how this 
produce is.taken from us; by whom and for whose benefit 
itis taken. Burke and Bailey say that it comes back again. 
in fertilizing showers ;. but the misery now allied to industry 
and the splendour allied to idleness give the lie to this 
assertion. Not one atom of taxation returns to the tax-payer 
under the present system. See what our great folks spend 
cry some, and this spending must benefit those among whom 
this spending takes place! But -where did they get it to 
spend is the question ? We do not find that they or their an- 
cestors ever acquired this property by their industry: yet 


it must have been acquired by some persons industry! The 


Newspapers tell us that the Duke of Northumberland and 
the Marquis of Hertford can each spend two hundred thou- 
sand pounds in the furniture and , decorations of one house! 
Reformers or Slaves! Cannot you discover where this mo- 
ney comes from,.and hew such men, who know nothing 
about work, can accumulate such sums? The fault, the evil, 
is of your own manufacture, and you hold it in exchange 
for your property! 


RICHARD CARLILE. 
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TO MR. BR. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





CITIZEN, . Leeds, July 12, 1893. 
Iw behalf of the Republicans of Leeds, I send to you the sum of two 
pounds, collected since the 15th of May. 

In acknowledging our last subscription, you said we had done 
enough towards the liquidation of your unjust fines; but Lam ofa 
different opinion, and I think the Republicans of Leeds, or the Repub. 
licans in general, will not have done enougly until persecution is put 
down, and true freedom established. Every breast that glows with 
that love of liberty that roused your noble mind into action, ought to 
follow yourstraightand clear path, until despots of every denomination 
shall be forced from their strong holds: until then I consider that rea- 
son will have to combat with superstition; and, therefore it is the du- 
ty of every Republican, to do his utmost in endeavouring, according 
to his circumstances, te accomplish the end desired. We must per- 
severe in the honest path of truth, until we subdue the iron hand of 
despotism, or make her tired of her own cruelties, which may be ac- 
complished by supporting you and every honest person in establish- 
ing and maintaining a free Press. You, Sir, by a free Press, have 
frustrated the designs. of the most wealthy and the most base; whilst 
at the same time, your friends have viewed your conduct with wonder, 
seeing you, a single individual, bear in. triumph the persecutions 
and robberies, it was in the power of our enémies to inflict. 

Whien every person is at liberty to. publish what he thinks proper 
on political and theological matters, then we shall not have any per- 
secuted friend to assist, and our exertions will be changed to the in- 
struction of the rising generation, I should wish to see every Re- 


‘publican and Materialist a teacher of his own children; then their 


youthful minds would not be clouded with that visionary nonsense 


about a just and cruel God. I consider it is the present method of 


teaching children that makes them such useless members of society 
as we see them at present. It is an obvious fact, that the Christian 
system of education teaches little more than cruel and servile princi- 
ples; therefore it is by that improper method, that false notions and 
prejudices are established and so deeply rooted. The mind is di- 
verted after visionary happiness that never can be attained, instead 
of making existence as happy as possible. Iam firmly persuaded 
that religion is the principal cause of bad governments. If mankind 
were properly taught to understand their own interest, is it possible 
they would remain i the degraded State they are kept in by those ac- 
se pests of society, kings and priests? No, It was religion that 
why Spain to that degraded state of slavery existing previous t0 
pie late revolution ; and religion is the principal.cause of her present 

istracted state; for, if the French nation had been a nation of Re- 
publicans, or at least, ag generally so, as they are Christians, it would 
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have been impossible for any despot to have organized them against 
their own interest and happiness, or that of any other country. 

Sir, I need not inform you of the gratification that was felt by the 
Republicans of Leeds from the visit of Mrs. Carlile and family, for I 
understand that you received all particulars. I am very happy to 
say that they enjoyed a perfect state of health, and the first anniver- 
sary of the birth-day of Hypatia, being at the time of her visit here, 
it was held in commemoration by a number of friends of both sexes, 
in a very convivial manner. As she was born under the eruel perse~ 
cution of the Christian religion, may she live to see her family’s 
wrongs redressed, and all your persecutors brought to justice, is the 
wish of yours, in behalf of the subscribers, 

JOHN HEWSON, 








‘ a : S, Ge 

Samuel Enghain 0 4 James Dean 1 0 
William Dunnel 1 0 ‘Thomas Steel 2 0 
Mr. Hurtley 1 O Mr. Wright, Stockton,a Re- 
William Driver 2 6 publican 1 0 
Robert Byerley 2 6 William Batley 0 2 
Thomas Maltby @ 6 John Benvy 1 0 
Heartly Smith 1 0 Mary Benvy 0 6 
James Longbottom 1 6 William Wormsley 0 2 
Thomas Evans 0 6 James Kilburn 0 2 
Joseph Taylor 1 6 Thomas Sutcliff 0 G 
George. Sheard 0 6 Benjamin Swain, a Christian 
Robert Armstrong, Stokesly 1 0 Reformer 0 6 
James Smith, a pure Repub- Joseph Mitchel 0 6 

lican 2 6 Joseph Mann 1 0 
The old Enemy to ‘Soul- T. B. 0 6 

Tinkers 1 0 John Hewson 1 0 
Abram Walker, Rastrick’ 1 0 Joseph Gill 2 6 
aries 0 6 James Warburton 1 0 
Anonymous 0 2 John Carr, Huddersfield 1 0 
D. T. 0.6 Thomas Burn 0 6 
T. Maltby, Putsey 1. 0 Jobn Jones 0 6 
Anonymous 0 3 William Hampson 1°0O 
William Fawkes 1 O Elizabeth Byerley -O 4 
William Taylor - es ae 

TO MR. JOHN HEWSON, LEEDS. 
CiTIzEN, 7 Dorchester Gaol, July 23, 1823. 


THE generosity of my Leeds’ friends has no bounds, and [ 
feel that all variance in the manner of returning you thanks 
is exhausted, However, I do thank you, and in the name 
and on the behalf of Mrs. Carlile, I return you. thanks for 
your attentions to her whilst she was visiting Leeds. All, 
all that I heard, was. particularly gratifying to me, except 
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the “ Saddle” scene; and that [ looked upon as an arranged 
and studied insult to Mrs. Carlile and myself on the part of 
some false friends. To ask a woman, and that woman a 
stranger, to meet a coucentrated body of men calling them- 
selves Reformers under the pretence of. paying her respect, 
or a more general respect than could be done individually, 
and td receive her with smoking pipes of burning tobacco 
in their mouths, and heads swimming with the fumes of in- 
toxicating liquor, so as to give thé meeting the appearance 
of asottish squabble, was what I was not prepared to expect 
even from the Christian Reformers of Leeds! A sottish 
squabble I understand this was; as I hear the good mistress 
of the house was afraid that the “ Church and State,” and 
her licence wereallindanger. I blush for the Reformers: | 
blush for myself: I blush for Mrs. Carlile, and regret that | 
she had not been less condescending and more quick at re- 
sentments, so as to have refused to pass the door: which] 
certainly should have done had such a scene been prepared 
for me. I believe, that I can safely say, she never cast her 
eye upon such a scene before, much less to partake of it; 
and nothing but her desire to conciliate where she knew 
many jealousies existed, could have inducéd her to submit 
to it so long as she did, before she was absolutely driven 
out of the room! Get my liberty when I will, I bave sworn 
that I will know nor join no such Reformers as these, nor 
partake of any such base scenes. 

You, the Republicans, whom I am still proud to call my 
friends, were I know mere visitors at this scene.- You were 
not the planners of it. I bring it into public notice to re- 
probate it, and to shame the authors of it if I can ; for, I see 
clearly, that we shall not make the necessary progress to- 
wards recovering more liberty, until all men, calling them- 
selves Reformers, so conduct themselves, that no man, nor 
woman, shall be ashamed of their company. I hold equali- 
ty in scorn, if it be to be brought to the level of such scenes 


as that I have here described: the equality that I shall seek 


will be that where the manners of every man shall briog no 
disrepute on those who converse or associate with him: any 
thing below this will not have me for its advocate; because 
I know that any thing below this is not republicanism, bat 
blackguardism. 7 


Reformation to our enemies and pretended friends, and to 


ourselves improvement, is the sentiment of your fellow Ci- 


tizen 
RICHARD CARLILE. 
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TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





ResPECTED SiR, . Hunslet, July 13, 1823. 

A Frew Friends to Truth and Justice, at Hunslet, have sent you a 
small subscription along with that of the Leeds Republicans amount- 
ing to £1. 5s. 1d. of which we request your acceptance. 

Permit us at the same time to express our admiration, at the noble 
stand you have made, and continue to make, against the united at- 
tacks of kingcraft, priestcraft, and all kinds of craft, that have a 
tendency to enslave and brutalize the mind of man. . 

The thinking part of the people of this Island, had long been. in 
want of a rallying point to which they might direct their energies ; 
but you have stood forward in the most intrepid manner, and have 

roved by your resolution and courage to be equally capable and 
worthy of filling so important a station. 

To you, therefore, and the brave band of heroines and heroes that 
have come forward to fill up the chasm which Christian persecution 
has made, we give our sincere thanks. 

Yours on behalf of the Subscribers, 
WILLIAM TILLOTSON. 





John Cowden 
George Spurr 
Jonas Vincent 
Thomas Iles 
James Moore 
William Judd 
Nathaniel Bean 
John Dawson 


John Waite 
Joseph Jennings 
Joseph Walker 
James Broadbent 
Joseph Duckworth 
Peter Spence 
Joseph Bocock 
Wilham Holding 


cocoocowoococceoc” 
HSHaOwW aqanoarwvnwnoodo® 


s. d, 

1 O 

0 6 

0 6 

0 2 

0 3 

0 3 

0 3 

0 3 
Benjamin ‘ 0 8 James Crowther 
Hugh Haighs 0 6 Richard Whitaker 
John Waite, jun. 0 3 Thomas Pitts 
Thomas Hullah 0 3 Joseph Lilley 
Thomas Marshal 0 6 Robert Hollingworth 
David Smith 0 6 Four Friends to Civil and 
George Askins 0-6 Religious Liberty, and as- 
James Spurr 0 6 tonished admirers ofthe in- _ 
Edward Reed 0 6 trepid heroism of Richard ~§ , 
Thomas Wright Marshall 0 6 Carlile in the Causethereof 6 0 
Robert Othick 0 6 John Houlding 0 6 
William Hides _ 0 6 Jobn Sayner 0 6 
William Tillotson 0 6 John Batty 1 0 
George Gilpin 0 6 John Moore 0 3 
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TO MR. WILLIAM TILLOTSON, OF HUNSLET, 
NEAR LEEDS. 





CITIZEN, Dorchester Gaol, July 23, 1823. 
Forty names: from a village, or small town, is no bad sign 
towards my success. [-can do nothing by myself, more 
than any other man can do; it is the open support and con- 
centration of numbers that will give me strength and estab- 
lish a free press. An intelligent individual is every where a 
great advantage to a good cause; but intelligent numbers, 
or an intelligent majority, must every where triumph. This 
is the triumph [aim to accomplish. 

I am quite satisfied, that by the aid of my numerous 
friends, | have beaten out of the field, the head, the two 
tails, and every limb of the prosecuting gangs: though I am 
still a prisoner, I am informed, that the Vice Society, 
which is'one of the tails of the Government, the head, has 
been lately begging for more money, through their friend, 
Dr. Stoddart, and, that they say, they check the circulation 
of my publications. This is a known and wilful falsehood. 
. My circulation at this moment is treble what it was in 1818, | 
before they began to prosecite, If they say; that I do not 
circulate as many now, as I did in 1819, they are perfectly 
correct; for I do not circulate in London the twentieth part 
of what I circulated in tbat year: but in the country, my 
circulation is very nearly equal to what it was in 1819, 
with the exception of “The Republican.” But, in 1819, 
they had created such a circulation for me, that it could not 
have possibly gone on to the fall extent; for, the country 
would have been deluged, as Sir Thomas Acland says, if 
such a run had continued another year; and, ere this, my. 
publications would have become the Parson’s text books 
throughout the country; for the people would have listened 
to nothing else from them; and when that had become the 
case, the Parsons would have yielded, and have declared, 
that my scriptures were more holy and sacred than the 
Jewish Scriptures; and, that I was a new prophet, and the 
true Messiah come at last! 

[am told, for Dr. Stoddart does not send me his paper 


now, hor print any paragraphs for me, that George Pritch- 
ard, the lawyer, the Murray, the every-thing of the Vice 
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Society, says, he has sent to more than twenty shops where 
they used to be sold, and all said they feared to sel] them. 
What signifies this, so long as there is one, and more than 
one shop, where they are publicly sold to all enquirers; and 
more than one hundred-shops, where they are sold to those 
whom the sellers know and can depend upon? Perhaps, 
Mr. Pritchard sent old Rignall to enquire, who is now as 
well known as the most notorious thief or villain in London 
is known to the share-going police-men. as: 

Besides—if there was no shop to sell them openly to 
strangers, what signifies it, so long as there is one person, 
who is known to all the country to supply such publications, 
and to whom money can be safely and satisfactorily sent? 
A one, a two, a five, or a ten pound note comes to me in this 
Gaol, or to my shop in London, with an order for such and 
such goods: these goods are instantly sent to the appointed 
place,-even if it be to the extreme of Scotland, and what 
can any Vice'Society, or any kind of Government, or per- 
secution, do to stop it? Nothing at all! They can undo 
nothing that I do! and here it is that I triumph over them: 
for | can undo every thing that they do against me: and 
their meddling with me has made me wholly what I am, and 
has increased what they call the evil, and we call the good, 
a thousand fold. 

Liberty of the press. is nonsense, if the people will not 
read what is printed: it is the excitement to read that creates 
the real utility, and the real liberty of the press; and here the 
prosecuting gangs have been its best friends, its grand pro- 
moters! Should I have had the address of forty names 
from the village of Hunslet, but for these prosecutions? Ne- 
ver! I could have done nothing to produce such a circum- 
stance. : | 

In the United States of America, tbe liberty of the press 
produces no more effect than the liberty of speech. They 
are one and the same thing; and it is only amidst such 
dreadful corruptions as exist in Europe, that the liberty of 
the press alarms; and these alarms expressed, the excitement 
to read and enquire extends in a corresponding ratio! 

What news? is the common gabble where the liberty of 
the press is found: and all seem to gape for some excitement ; 
whilst, with us, the common excitement is—the persecution 
of publishers; and the common enquiry is—what books are 
Jorbidden now 2? : 

If freedom was complete, and the liberty of the press 
fully established, it ‘would produce no excitement whatever, 
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and the periodical print trade would soon become the worst of 
trades; for nothing but scientific discoveries would produce 
excitement. All would live in an easy disinterested sort of 
manner, and the excitement to read new or strange thip 
would be less than what now exists in the United States of 
America; because, as the representative system of Govern. 
ment extended, there would be less of general interest be. 
tween countries, and no court intrigues and bloody wars to 
rouse the fears or sympathies of the different people. 

Talk about religion or irreligion, or what you like: if 
religion’ be what the priests represent it—the work, the will, 
the pleasure, of omnipotence; nothing can injure it:. and 
why are they so tremblingly fearful and sensitive about it? 
but, if it be what I pronounce it—a fraud upon mankind; no 
kind of potence can restore and preserve it: the existing state 
of knowledge has wrecked it, and to dispersion it must submit: 
in spite of all cant, all persecution, all tyranny: in spite of 
Wilberforce or Peel; of Eldon, or of that dealer in Law 
and Methodism, that vapid thing, my neighbour Butter- 
worth.’ 

I see exactly how the thing works. So long as those who 
instituted the late persecutions hold power, they will keep 
up shew of progress, for grace and consistency’s sake, 
however it may tell against their wishes!. A victim here 
and there will be made as a consolation to dying Mother 
Church! But, the moment the things in power can no 
longer hold power, away will go the persecutions, away 
will go Mother Church; and all we shall have to do will be 
to take care, that her dead and putrid carcase does not 
leave a plague behind! We must burn it, and send intoa 
thin and purified air, all that belongs to it: as we would do 
with infected garments~ Then, when you are left to enjoy 
the whole produce of your labour, you may talk about li- 
ey and calculate upon true happiness: but not until 

n. 


RICHARD CARLILE 
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NORWICH THIRD SUBSCRIPTION FOR RICHARD CAR- 
LILE, AND SISTER, 


Patsoners in Dorchester Gaol *, for. publishing works doubting the 
truth of the Christian Religion, for three years, with fines of fifteen 
hundred pounds, besides being subjected to repeated plunders of his 

roperty that have occasioned a loss of treble the amount of his 

nes, and deprived him of the means of ever being able to pay them 
except by the exertions of his friends: she immured in the same 
Dungeon with a further robbery (in the shape of fine) of five hundred 

ounds which his Christian persecutors well knew must devolve on 
Mr, Carlile, all for the cause of God and religion and the meek fol- 
lowers of the mild and lowly Jesus,—the Bishop of Clogher (to wit) 
one of the foremost of his prosecutors, Again in the name and on 
the behalf of this persecuted family, 1 appeal to every part of the 
public, except those who live and fatten upon the labour of others 
and who share the spoil made legal by a band of usurpers. It is my 
opinion that Mr, Carlile has done more to unmask our tyrants than 
any man that ever preceded him, his manly and persevering 
efforts in the cause of free discussion have entitled him to every 
support that he can possibly receive; and that man who does not 
come forward and contribute his mite towards counteracting the 
object of these robberies is criminally negligent of the sacred duties 
of humanity, and deserves to be ranked amongst the supporters of 
our accursed system. Citizens, act the part of men and assist in 
delivering this high-minded and spirited family from the trammels 
of oppression and despotism; and future historians will entwine the 
laurel round your names and actions, and future generations will 


look upon them with admiration. 
EDWARD NOBBS. 


* Mr. and Miss Carlile’s imprisonment sentences expired on the 16th 
November last they are in consequence detained for their respective fines. 


: : s. d. $, d. 
Edward Nobbs, Materialist 10 0 ApieceofaMan,butawhole | 
Mrs. Edward Nobbs = = 2 6 _ Friend 
Thomas Gooch, a Material- Phillip Smith 

ist. «.'" 5 0 Henry Bryant 
A Republican Deist,J.Gedge 2 6 William Gray 


In all monarchial states cor- 
ruption grows 

No privileged racea pure Re- 
public knows ; 

A wise Reformer scorns 
proud Kings and Lords, 


But yields to honest men. 


their due rewards. 
John Sayes 


H. Bonny, was a Methodist, 
now a Materialist 

William Batty, 

A Friend 

A Female Republican 

Martha Mattl 


M 
‘Robert Green, Materialist © 


Jesse Cawdron, an Enemy to 
Despotism 
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s. d. d, 

Robert Shaw 1 0 John Howard, Materialist. 4 
R. Nichols, an Enemy to Ty- Wiliam Lamb, jun. ditto 1 0 

rants 1 0 J.C.,ean Enemy to Priest- 
William Neal,a Deist = 1 0 _ craft Z < Bae 
Jonathan Mattley, Material- Richard Hornigold, Material- 

ist — 1 0 ist ; 1 9 
James Barber, Materialist 1 6 G. Rix, jun, Deist 1 0 
Charles Cawdron, Deist 1 0 Mary Rix, ditto 1°90 
Benjamin Moore, Materialist 1 0 G. Rix, sen.. ditto 1 0 
Robert Woodward, Mate- ~ Lilley Bishop 1 0 

rialist 1 0 Benjamin Bau, Materialist 1 9 
Job Crane, Materialist 1 0 Mrs. Paine ** . 0 6 
Thomas Moore, Materialist 1 © Mary Ann Payne 0 & 
Charles Goate, Materialist . 1 0 Liberty isdear to me, 
Joseph Cattermoul, Materi- _ And soare those who aid it; 

alist | 1 0 My mite I give to set him 
William Fox, Materialist 1 6 free, 
Mrs. W. Fox 1 0 A debt, and now I have 
William Fox, jun. Materialist 1 0 paid it. ; 
Thomas Linock, Deist 2 0 Mary Rix, a Female Repub- 
Paul Greenwood, Materialist 1 0 lican . 0 6 
Lucy Green, 1 O William Tipper, Materialist 1 0 
William Day, ditto 1 6 Richard Wharton 1 0 
A Friend 1 6 Jashua Nobbs 1 0 
Robert Paine 1 0 Martha Lamb 1 0 
William Fox, jun, 1 0 William Hales 0 6 
A Female Republican . 1 0 





TO MR. EDWARD NOBBS, NORWICH. 





Cirizen, Dorchester Gaol, July 24, 1823. 
1 RETURN you thanks for this third collection, the major . 
part of which was forwarded to-me so early as the Ist of 
February last. Believe me, when I teli you, that I think 
you and other friends at Norwich have done quite enough 
for me in the way of subscription; and I hope you will not 
press the thing further. Let no one be asked; but, if there 
be new converts, who may wish to enrol their names with 
us, let them do it, in any way they please. It is right that 
I should tell you, that after what hel passed with regard to 
the robberies made upon my property, and my lengthened 
imprisonment in gonsequence of those robberies, I am not 
inclined to put my sanction upon them, by paying one penay 
towards my fines. I will battle the matter with the CHRIS 
TIAN THIEVES upon their own mode of procedure. If I had 
bags of idle money, this would be my resolution, unless 
something extraordinary called for my liberation; but | 
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have no money, I keep no money, not even a shilling. 
Every one that can be spared, from the current expences 
of family and business; goes to the Printer and Stationer: 
and as far as ever they like to.anticipate my income, I allow 
them to go. ‘This line of conduct appears to me to be the 
best that I can follow under present circumstances. If those 
circumstances change, my disposition will change with 
them—still to do what I think best for the present and fu- 
ture. 
Yours, &c. 
R. CARLILE. 








- TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAUL. 





Dear Sir, Boston, July 12th, 1823. 

1 HAVE here sent you a pound note, which I freely present towards 
paying those enormous fines imposed on you; for nothing else but 
printing aud publishing. truths, to exfirpate and dispel the vain, false, 
and superstitious notions, which have too long heen diffused and in- 
culcated upon the minds of the people of this, and other nations; 
by swindling impostors, canting hypocrites, blind bigots, and zeal- 
ous fanatics, who have been encouraged by avaricious, feudal, tyran- 
nical, despots, to delude, mislead, and enslave, the minds and bodies 
of thousands of brave, industrious, we!!-meaning, and generous peo- 
ple. Has not this priestcraft been the bait, trap, and chief means, 
whereby the people have been deceived, plundered, barbarized, pau- 
perized, degraded, and even murdered? And a!l to support priesteraft, 
kingcraft, unnecessary war, feudal pride, and extravagance, and to 
prevent free discussion and true knowledge from being taught and 
diffused ; knowing that their prosperity, safety, and continuance, in 
such protien profusion, entirely depended on the ignorance of the 
people. : 

As the chief purport of my writing to you, was to send, you this 
pound note to express my indignation at your persecutors; and my 
gratitude towards you, assuring you, | would as freely give you 
a hundred pounds as one, would my circumstances admit of it. I 
hope you will excuse me for further intruding on you, with some ob- 
servations on many people’s opinions and assertions concerning the 
Deity, and the Bible account of the creation of the world, When I 
dispute with people about subjects on religion, and passages in the 
Bib‘e, my usual way of attacking them is, by asking them if they 
believe God to be omniscient, and omnipotent ;. and almost every 
person readily allows and asserts, that the Deity has and always had 
such abilities. Then, I ask them, if they believe that he repented 
that he.made than, according to the Bible account, Many believe 


No. 4, Vol. VIII. 





















































114 2 THE REPUBLICAN. 


that ridiculous accopnt : I tell them, that is the greatest contradictio, 
that can possibly be imagined, and more inconsistent with reason api 
common sense, than any thinglever heard; they might as well affim, 
that the sun and moon are one and the same thing, that fire and 
water are ove and the same thing, or that light and darkneg 
can both exist_in the same place, at the same time, as to be. 
lieve that a being possessed of such abilities, would create other 
beings inclined to act contrary to his will and pleasure, and after. 
wards repent. that he had created them: take SQ many Steps as he 
slid (according to the Bible account) with intent to correct the errors 
of these beings, drowning. all but the nghteous, sending fire from 
above and burning whole cities, enabling prophets to perform won. 
derful miracles, &c. all proving ineffectual! Sin and wickedness as 
predominant as ever ! 

The creation of the world and all therein, by six days labour, js 
equally contradictory, compared with omnipotence, as one second of 
time would have been sufficient for the whole performance, Thatthe 
Deity should be visible, audible, mutable, and partial, as the Bible 
account makes him to be, and have a choice and favourite people, as 
there thers recorded to have, and that he should encourage them to 
slaughter and revenge themselves on others, (at their will and ple 
sure) without bounds, mercy, or regret; is equally as monstrous and 
incredible, as atiy thing that can be attributed to the will of God. I | 
cannot end this subject without mentioning one very particular pas- 
sage in the first chapter of Judges, and the nineteenth verse: “ And 
ihe Lord was with Judah; and he drave out the inhabitants of the 
mountain; but could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, be- 
cause they had chariots of iron!’’ {It seems omnipotence was put to 
the test here, by men having iron chariots! The account of an as 
speaking, a man living in the belly of a fish, another being taken to 
heaven in the flesh, another living with lions in a den, and other 
living in flaming fire unscorched ; then last of all, another being bom 
of a woman without carnal impregnation, are such ridiculous, inere- 
dible tales, such nonsense beyond comparison, as to mock the human 
understanding, Talk of Mahometanism, or what you will, what code 
or creed, in the world, contains more superstitious and foolish ac- 
counts than these, recorded in what is called the word of God? 

But the case is this, whatever a government chooses to establish 
as a religion, and enforce upon the minds of ignorant and enslaved 
subjects fora few geuerations, it becomes accepted as the truth, and 
beheved to be the genuine word of God; sv that religion is founded 
only Mm Opinion, is a truth that no reasonable person will deny, for 
rer belief and form of worship, is sufficient to direct souls to future 
Tike wow providing ‘the bodily mind, never disputes, it as untrue 

iS proves all to be founded on folly and superstition. What is the 
te word and worship of Godin ene person’ opinion, sel bp 

“3 a sig { must be attributing strange injustice to . 
Shee “ a ri revealed the truth to some people, and not . 
Ase, pid and selfish must such people be, who believe that! 

ase; and will not be pessuaded to believe any other way. 
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All accounts of the creation of the world I believe to be fabricated 
tales, invented by men, who knew no more about it than I do; for I 
believe the first people that ever were on the earth, knew no more of 
their origin, nor how they came there than the first brutes did. I 
do not believe, that the world was peopled by one pair only; nor do 
{ believe that every separate Continent and Island, was each peopled 
‘from one-pair only. But I believe that every separate piece of fer- 
tile land, of any extent, produced its native people, as well as its na- 
tive beasts, birds, &c. There is not greater probability, for any histori- 
cal accounts to be erroneous, than the accounts of the creation of the 
world. I will not believe that any boody ever knew more about the,crea- 
tion of the world, &c. than 1 do; nor yet about Heaven, Hell, God nor 
Devil, thesoul of man anditsstate hereafter; and 1am sure that | know 
nothing at all about any such things. As for the fall of man, from 
his pretended primeval state of happiness, it is as much a humbug 
as all the other Bible tales. If man has fallen from a state of greater 
happiness, | cannot attribute it to any thing, but the invention of 
priestcraft, and institution of tithes. These have produced as much 
misery among mankind, as any thing | know, for all that pretends 
to have knowledge of that kind, or have aiy divine mission, are 
swindling impostors, rogues and vagabonds, deceivers and enemies 
of mankind, and perverters of the truth. 

When men tell me they know nothing about any thing further than 
the things belonging to this state of life, and that they believe it to 
be the duty of every one, to transact some business to procure a live- 
lihood thereby, and to rule all their deeds by that one grand precept: 
to do to others as they would have others do to them; then I believe 
they speak the truth, and | earnestly wish, this may be the stand- 
ard of every one’s tranactions; assuring you, 

1 am, Sir, with ardent zeal and profound fidelity, 

: Your sincere advocate, 





G. B. G. 
Rich nature all ought to adore, But when the wearied men of toil, 
Which yields such never-ceasing Have gather’d store from sea and 
store, « a . soil, 
Flowing from sea and soil ; And should be lawful heirs ; 
Where men, by labour, till the The priests and claimers of the land, 
ground, Lords and Esquires a numerous band, 


Or — the coast of ocean round, _ Seize all and make it theirs. 
is she rewards their toil. To this, think you the will of God, 


iJer bounties flow on every side, That blessings should be dealt so 
Abundantly from land and tide, odd, 
For all that do exist; So bountiful to some? 


Kind nature thus; doth plenty give, So scanty unto the peor herd , 
But they on whom this plenty live, - Who are compell’d to labour hard, 
Do nothing to assist. By which these blessings come ! 
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Or why should the Almighty God Wisdom, by rich men, can’t be 
Reveal his will, so very odd, ye bought, 

To favourite agents few ; Tis by labour we are taught 
And doom the poor unlearned herd, How nature's precepts flow; 
With horrid tales to be scared But, how can they be just or wise, 


By a debauched crew ? Who over others tyrannize, 
And make them poor and low? 


All nature says, if he will scan, 

That she can best instruct the man, 
And make him understand, 

That priests, nor nobles, nor yet 


When tithes and taxes weigh us 
down, 
And poverty and woe abound, 
And we can’t get relief ; 


kings, aad 
Nor any scuh vain useless things, ‘Tis easy for a fool to guess, 
Should burthen any land. "Tis tyranny that doth oppress, 


And fills us so with grief, 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





Sir, Falkirk, July 13, 1828. 
A Few friends to free discussion in this town and neighbourhvod, 
have subscribed the sum of Two Guineas, and beg your acceptance 
of it as a small token of their esteem for you as a man of talent and | 
honesty, and a martyr to the cause of truth. 

_ They are neither Republicans nor Atheists, but they are enemies 
to despotism and priestcraft, and look upon your unjust persecution, 
as an unequivocal acknowledgement, on the part of all Christians, 
that they consider their religion to be indefensible, and that your 
opinions are unanswerable by reason and argument; for although the 
priests of all denominations have been for years bellowing forth | 
weekly curses upon you, and threatening their hearers with damna- 
tion if they read any of your publications, none of them have attempt- 
ed to answer your arguments, nor to meet you in the field of fair dis- 
cussion. Their conduct resembles the slanderer, who conscious of 
personal strength, when his crime is charged home upon him, threat- 
ens to silence by blows, those whom he has already injured by his 
tongue, . 

This conduct however (as any person acquainted with human 0 
_ might have forseen) has sedleced he canes effect of what 
ria intended, Curiosity has been excited to know what this 

< nA this awfully wicked man can be,. consequently a desire 1 
“tq ‘@ works; and, when once any intelligent person gets thal 

ength, you are well aware, all religion is over with him. | believe 
ee and your perseverance under it have produced more 
The nv an than any event that has occurred these hundred yeas 
"wt Pes a: here, for instance, but for that, would still have 
ner “ uting Our mite to support some lazy scoundrel or an 
rin tdleness and luxury. 1 must say, however, that my hopés 
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are not very Sanguine of seeing the condition of humanity much 
ameliorated for a long time to come. Mankind, in my opinion, are 
naturally prone to superstition and idolatry, the majority of them in- 
capable of reasoning; and when we consider the powerful means 
made use of to keep them in ignorance, the surprise is, that there are 
so many who have thrown off the yoke of priesteraft. What are the 
intentions of your Bible and Tract Societies, and Sabbath Evening 
Schools, but to fill the youthful minds with prejudices in favour of 
superstition? To teach them that it is sinful to doubt of the truth of 
Christianity, and that if they call in question any of its dogmas, 
they will infallibly be damned. The priests know well, that if a 
man’s mind was allowed to arrive at maturity and his reasoning 
faculties to be unfolded before the Bible was put in his hand, snial! 
would their chance be of living upon his labour. 

You are undoubtedly entitled to the gratitude of your fellow men 
for your endeavours to rid the world of this pest. Religion and 
drunkenness | consider to be the cause of most of the evils that 
afflict mankind, They are both unnatural excitations of the mind 
and produce unnatural actions, A drunken man knows not what he 
is doing, neither does a religionist. In support of his particular belief 
he will plunge a sword into the breast of his father and think he is 
doing his God service. But on this subject I need not enlarge to you; 
you are fully aware of the extent of the mischief created in the world 
by this cause, I cannot avoid mentioning one horrible effect religion 
has had in bratalizing mankind, in making them persecute their best 
friends as if they had been their bitterest enemies: | allude to the 
treatment that truly good and great man Mr. Paine received from 
the Americans. ‘To HIM THEYAR® PRINCIPALLY INDEBTED FOR 
THE INDEPENDENCE THEY ENJOY. ‘It WAS HIS WRITINGS THAT 
INSPIRED THEIR STATESMEN, AND WARRIORS, AND PRODUCED 
THEIR DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, And-yet their public 
writers scarcely mention his name! but ascribe all their success to 
Washington, Franklin, &c.! Men, from whom I wish not to with- 
hold oue atom of praise due to their merit; but between whom and 
Mr. Paine there can in the opinion of any honest and uiprejudiced 
man, be any comparison. Yet in his life-time they persecuted him, 
and at his death refused him-the rites of sepulture: and published 
innumerable lies regarding him, to induce the world to believe that, 
on his death-bed, he repented of having wrote against Christianity ! 
This was truly Christian conduct ! 

Your anxiety to procure Mr. Paine’s unpublished works, reminds 
me of some works I read many years since written by. one Chubb, 
about, I think, the beginning of the last century, they are very volu- 
minous and miscellaneous; but contain, in my opinion, the most 
irresistible arguments against, the most complete and unanswerable 
refutation of, Christianity, particularly on the authority of miracles, 
of any thing I ever read. If you could by any means procure 
them, by extracting and abridging, you could condense all the valu- 
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able matter into one small volume, by publishing which you woul 
confer a great benefit on the world. 
I am, Sir, your admirer, 


JOHN SMITH, 


P. S. Since writing the above, I have got a quarto volume of 
Chubb’s works published in London in 1730: but it does not contain 
the “ Essays on Miracles,” or on the ** Evidence of Christ’s Resur. 
rection,” which I- consider a master piece of reasoning. It is con. 
tained in the third and fourth of four volumes octavo, When he 
wrote this quarto, he appears to have: been an Unitarian Christian, 


J. 8, 
Subscriptions for Mr. Carlile. 
A Friend to Truth 5 0 the help of Carlile and 
An old Methodist 7 6 Paine, 1 0 
James Robertson, who be- ‘J. W. a lover of Liberty 1 6 
lieves that free Discussion W. C. a hater of tyranny 1 6 
best promotes ‘Truth 5 0 T. A. a hater of inquisition 1 6 
An_ Evangelical Christian J. M. a Lover of Truth 1 6 
who is beginning to think P. L, the Foe of Imposition 1 6 
for himself. 1 6 T.E., a Friend to Liberty of 
John Smith is slave to no sect, Opinion and Free Discus- 
nor takes no private road, sion 1 6 
But looks to nature’s law J. W., a Lover of Truth and 
through nature’s God 5 0 Liberty 0 6 
William Biair, for Priest nor T. Y., no Christian 0 3 
Devil does not care 1 0 W.M‘Q., a Friend to Free 
One who lives among Car- Enquiry 1 0 
lile's Enemies 0 6 A. M‘Q, 1 6 
John Micklejuho 2 0, J. B., a Friend to Free Dis- 
One who is. nearly through cussion 1 0 
the slough of despond, by A. Y., Free Discussion 03 





TO MR. JOHN SMITH, FALKIRK. 





rl . __« Dorchester Gaol, July 27,1823. 
HE more distant the neighbourhood in which I find new 


friends to free discussion, the more encouragement I find t 
persevere against all persecution, and to briug this important 
Ee into the view and the practice of all mankind. . 
aan ou say that you and friends are neither Republicans not 
Aitheists. I'think nothing of titles, and also think, that the 
eat they can be dispensed with the better: I mean such 
Png as designate sects, as wellas aristocrats or royal families: 
ut I use those of Republican Deist, Atheist, or Materialist 
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just to let my opponents see, that I am not to be alarmed 
by any kind of name; and asa matter of distinction from 
them. So long as any kind of sectarian, titles exist’ among 
mankind, they willtend to dispute, and division, and mutual 
batred; and it is_with this view, that | call for free discus- . 
sion, and wish to see all men proclaim themselves to be the 
friends and advocates of free discussion, as a meaus of- strik- 
ing at the roots of the abuses of all sects and all titles. 
When all men are prepared for free discussion, all paltry 
and mischievous distinctions among them will cease, from 
the want of envy’s food. Mutual instruction, and mutual aid, 
will be the common characteristic of humanity ; and words 
without meaning, and without such meaning as follows de- 
monstration, will be banished from human language. All 
our blood-thirsty, or blood-spilling, quarrelsareabout words. 
Your calculations as to the character of my persecutors 
are precisely correct. I have bad a visit from a Quaker 
Friend in the last week, and he informed me, that once hav- 
ing business with George Pritchard the Lawyer, Secretary, 
and the every-thing of the Vice Society, he asked him why 
he and his associates did not write against the publications 
) of Paine and others instead of prosecuting the publishers? 
The answer was: and wasa trueanswer: “ because we can- 
| not—you know it is impossible to be done.” ‘With other 
observations, he said something about the necessity of re- 
| ceiving the Bible as a standard of revealed religion; because * 
| we could not even say how a blade of grass grew! If 
George Pritchard, or William Wilberforce; if Lord Ken- 
yon, or Lord Gambier, or Lord Radstock ; if Phillip Pusey, 
Richard Clark, the Chamberlain of London, or William 
Morton Pitt, the visiting Magistrate of Dorchester Gaol ; if 
either of these members of the Vice Society will come to 
me, I will teach him something which he does not know, 
as to the cause and the manner of the growth of a blade of 
grass. 
Pritchard is a lawyer, and will do any thing that can be 
called law for hiré; but the other members, the acting com- 
mittee of the Vice Society, are a string of as imbecile igno- 
ri men as apy in,the country. ‘There is William Morton 
Pitt, there is Richard Clark the Chamberlain, there is Wil- 
liam Wilberforce, if any thing can exhibit imbecility to a - 
ridiculous degree, it is to-be found in these three men. Of 
‘the others, I have no personal knowledge. Pitt and Clark 
I know well. Wilberforce I take from general report, and 
his reported speeches. . The former is, or was, a su bscriber, 
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120 THE REPUBLICAN. 
but I have no knowledge that he ever took an active pay, 
asa committee man in this society. The freeholders of 
Dorset are got sufficiently wise to be quite ashamed of such 
an imbecile worthless representative, and come a general 
election, he will be received as Bankes was lately received, 
He has been near fifty years a member for this county, and 
always voting with the party that was most inclined to tay 
and oppress the people, without opening his mouth beyond 
saying ayeand no; It isa scandal upon society to see in- 
becility in the lowest office ; the scandal is great to see in- 
becility in a magistrate: it is infamous to find it in a dele. 
gated legislator, and stamps imbecility on all who are cop: 
nected with that delegation: but-what sball we say, when 
we find it in a man who is a legislator, a magistrate, who 
manages the whole revenue of a county, and who is as igno- 
rant as a boy of ten years old ? 
But the Vice Society is wholly composed of such men. | 
should like to meet them by the dozen, for the purpose of shew- 
ing them off one against the other, and let each see what fools 
all the rest were. There is Tommy Ackland as the Devon- 
shire people call him, he too isa member of the Vice Society, 
and really has not knowledge enough for any thing but to 
play a game at marbles. He never ought to have aspired to 
i other game among grown up children. 
have no kind of antipathy against the Bible and Tract 
Societies, and weekly evening schools. I would have chil- 
dren taught to read whatever books were put into their 
hands. If they are taught.to read, that they may read the 
Bible, I see utility in that: there is a chance of their getting 
at better books. Teaching them to read is the necessary 
first principle to all future improvement in literature; but it 
will be well when they can be taught from useful books; 
none of which cdn be said to yet introduced into schools. 
The school education of this country is fundamentally 
Wrong, if the greatest amount of knowledge be the object 
sought. As soon as 1 have taught myself « little more, | 
lutend to turu my attention to this subject. 
neue ebaetvatenn upon Mr. Paine were timely. I was 
of Mae : a wie I have received from William Carvet 
ane ork, which seemed to be the only thing wanting 48 
rt ds in which the lying, execrable Christians may vieW 
aoe ye what they bave. written about the last days 
r> Paine. Ihave now before me, a collec- 


tion of those extracts from what is called the “Life of 
circulated in this country to the 
@ million, under the demonstration of 


Paine,” which have been 
extent of, I dare say, 
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religious tracts. Religious they are indeed, and Christian 
they are indeed, for these two words define that which is 
most foul in immorality. 

One of these tracts published by F. Collins, 60, Paternos- 
ter Row, in two forms in an open sheet and as a small 
pamphlet, begins thus: “ Thomas Paine arrived at Balti- 
more, in October, 1802, accompanied by a Madame Bonne- 
ville. During Paine’s residence at Paris, he lived in the 
house of her husband, and repaid his hospitality in this man- 
ner; and shewed the extent of bis regard for her by conduct, 
which convinced all who witnessed it, that Paine ‘‘ added 
the crime of inhumanity to that of seduction.” Indeed it is 
difficult to account for the infatuation of this woman, as 
her paramour was advanced iu years, morose in temper, his 
constitution broken by intemperance, and filthy beyond 
description in his person and dress.” ‘This tract goes on to 
say that Mr. Paine deserted this woman in New York, and 
left her starving in a garrett at a time when the plague sur- 
rounded her. 

The answer to this is, that, Whatever faults Mr. Paine 
may have had, a disposition to seduce women was not one 
of them. Mr. Paine left France when turned 65 years of 
age, with a-constitution quite exhausted: not a likeiy age to 
seduce a married woman. Besides, when men fun off with 
other men’s wives, they do not take the children with 
them, which was the case here. Onthis matter, I can state 
no more facts than, that Mrs. Bonneville has returned to 
France was instantly received by her husband, and they 
are living together now in Paris. I have received several 
letters from her, in which she writes bighly of Mr. Paine; 
and Mr. Bonneville has answered several questions, that I 
have put to him in the most friendly and handsome manner, 
speaking with admiration—of Mr.-Paine. This would not 
ae case was this story true about the seduction of his 
wife, , 

The story of her going to America I have heard thus re- 
lated:—On Baonaparte’s assuming absolute power, Mr. 
Paine resolved to quit France for America.. The war be- 
tween France and Engiand rendered the attempt dangerous 
until the peace of Amiens. The moment this peace was 
ratified, he prepared to leave, and out of gratitude for the 
hospitality he had received from thé family of Mrs. Bonne- 
ville, he offered them his protection in America, and to leave 
his property to their two sons, of whom he was very fond, 
if they would go with him. It was not understood that they 
were tolive together in America; but it was agreed, as Mr. 
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Bonneville carried-on the business of a Printer, in Paris, that 
Mrs. Bonneville and her two sons should go in the same 
ship with Mr. Paine, and that Mr. Bonneville should seij|e 
and dispose of his business as early as possible, and follow 
them. For some reasons, unknown to me, Mr. Bonneville 
never did follow them. That there was no misunderstand- 
ing between Mr. Paine and this family, near seven years 
after his return, his Will, dated January 18, 1809, fully 
proves; for, with the exception of four legacies, he bequeath- 
ed the whole of his property to the family of Bonneville, 
directing one part to be sent to Paristo Mr. Bonneville, one 
rt to Mrs. Bonneville, and the remainder for the two sons, 
The return of Mrs. Bonneville to Paris, bringing with her 
the whole of his unpublished manuscripts, proves the cor- 
rectness of the above statement. I have also heard, that, 
Mr. Paine paid twelve dollars a month for the board and 
lodging of the widow of Elihu Palmer after the death of her 
husband. His will bequeaths her one hundred dollars. 

These religious tracts state, that, after his return to Ame- 
rica, he was horribly filthy and literally dead drunk every 
day. Now the best answer that can be given to this is, 
that, after he returned to America, he wrote several impor- 
tant pamphlets, of his Third pars of the Age of Reason, his 

‘Examination of the Prophecies, and his Reply. to the Bishop 

of Llandaff, were three. ' There was also scarcely a week, 
ora day, but he was writing something for the newspapers 
and periodical publications; these are things that were not 
to be done by a man seventy years old and dead drunk every 
day. What say you to this, horrible Christians ? 

As well as Mrs. Bonneville, the name of William Carver 
has been put forth in these religious tracts, as an abuser of 
Mr. Paine, or a quondam friend, who was obliged to desert 
bim from his disgusting habits. In No. 10, Vol. 5, I priat- 
ed a letter from Mrs. Bonneville, giving the lie to all that 
was said about her: to this letter I attach one from William 
Carver, which is answer sufficient to every thing that bas 
been said in hisname. Let the religious Christians make 
the most of them. ‘ 

All that bas been said about refusing Mr. Paine the rites 
of sepulture, is faése, as his Will fully shews. He was bu- 
tied according to his own directions, which every one may 
see by comparing his Will, as published in the appendix 1 
his Theological Works, with Mr. Carver’s letter. He hada 
desire . be buried in the Quaker’s burying ground, but this 
was refused before his death, and he died with the know 
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ledge of being about to be buried on his farm; the religious 
tracts say by the road-side! , 

I notice what you say about the works of Chubb; I have 
seen but a part of them. I am no advocate for abridging or 
altering any man’s works: I wish every thing to appear 
as it was first written, or corrected by theauthor. It is my 
jntention to collect and publish in a whole, all the works 
that have been written against the Christian religion, as soon 
as Lcollect the means. ‘The business into which I[ launched 
was quite new. ‘To have gone on well, an investment of | 
ten or twenty thousand pounds was necessary, and I had to 
begin without a shilling; and though I consider | have 
made a wonderful progress, my expences have been and are 
so heavy, that, I can only creep along. But creeping 
and perseverance will surmount any obstacle or summit, and 
by creeping I hope to leave nothing undone in that business 
which I have undertaken. 

I cannot have done with the lies on Mr. Paine. I 
have now another- “ Life of Thomas Paine” before me, 
which was published by a man, named Wright, who 
lived & few doors from me in Fleet Street. It purports 
to proceed from a “ Loyal Association,” to which I shall 
add, of “ars. At the beginning of the book, in the third 
paragraph, or the first which treats of his life, itis said: The 
Americans of 1777 were infatuated with his Age of Reason. 
The Age of Reason was not written unti] near twenty years 
after that time! It goes on to say, that, they gave hima 
pension of a thousand a year for writing his “ Age of Reas- 
on’, and especially his ‘* Common Sense” and his-“ Crisis.” 
They never gave him any pension, nor so much as a thousand 
pound in money, by way of grant, for services: though these 
services bad been above price. This book has the same lie 
as the others about the seduction of Madame Bonneville. 

It states also, that, he abetted the ‘‘ hard-bearted and 
bloody resolves” to murder the French King! The fact is that 
Mr. Paine put his own life atstake,in his endeavour to preserve 
that of the Freach King! No man in France said, and did, 
so much to preserve the life of Louis as Mr. Paine did: and 
he was instantly marked for destruction by the Robespier- 
rian faction. So much for Christian, and Royal,and Loyal 
charity. I will never open my mouth to save the life of a 
King; unless he had previously voluntarily relinquished his 
office; then I would vote him the same protection as every 
other citizen had, if he would keep himself quiet:and work 
for his bread, 

Wherever this letter may reach, no lies about Thomas 
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Paine will be listened to again. With you, I hold him to. 
the most useful man that ever trod the soil of the United 
States, or of any other states, and that Franklin is at farthest 
but second best. 

Citizens of Falkirk, I return you thanks for the support 
you have given me. Before I[ received your letter, I did not 
know that my name had been heard in your town. I hope 
to become better known to you, and -remain your faithful 


edvocate. , 
R. CARLILE. 





were =Tri< em 


TO MR, R, CARLILE, BOOKSELLER, LONDON. 





Dear Citizen Caruilr, New York. May 20, 1823. 

] Hore you will pardon the liberty of a countryman and stranger, 
in writing to you: all the apology that | can make, is, on the ac 
count of my having been favoured with the reading of a few numbers 

of your Republican, lent to me by a countryman that lately came 
ere, 

Believe me, dear Sir, | was happy to find, that you advocated, in 
a.masterly manner, the same principles, that | have long thought to 
be correct. Mankind will never enjoy liberty until those abomina- 
ble foolish doctrines, of a God gotten by a ghost, on the body of a 
woman, like your mother and mine, be annihilated; but how thisis 
to be effected, | am ata loss to conjecture. Every effort of Priest- 
craft is resorted to, so that they can but make fools believe in it, to 
keep themselves in idleness and luxury. They have modelled their 
phantom of a God, into the character of a thing they call God, and 
have given to him all the facuities, powers and principles, that they 
themselves possess! But, like themselves, he never comes down, 
from their heaven, to relieve the poor suffering mortals that he has 
created in this our world. If 1 was permitted to go to their ut- 
known heaven, and see old Father Greybeard, 1 would say to him: 
Why not go down to the world that 1 came from, and relieve the 
millions that are in‘ distress ‘and misery? Why condole yourself in 
ease with your Son, and his Mother, and a few favourites, if you 
have the power and the compassion that is attributed to your Royal 
Majesty, and the rest of your Royal Family? 

If you apply to Thomas Clio Rickman, I presume he will shew yo! 
a letter that | sent to Parson Burn, Minister of “t. Mary’s Church, 
Birmingham, The said Burn vilified the immortal Thomas Paine 
before a bible Society. No man knew Mr. Paine better than my- 
| self. 1 knew him at Lewes, in Sussex, the place of my nativity, 

and he resided eighteen months with mein this city. I can vouch 
for aa Paine, that he never recanted his principles, and that he did 
not l€ poor, as Burn told the society, He had thirty shares n the 
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Pheenix Insurance Company at New York. and a farm of three hun- 
dred acres of land at New Rochelle, twenty miles from York. He 
sold an estate that he owned at Borden Town, not long before ‘his 
death. It was computed that he was worth, when he died, 1400 or 
1500.dollars; but he was neglected here on account of his religious 
principles. 1 followed him to his grave, helped to let hin down 
into it; and composed the following epitaph, the reading of which 
was all the ceremony that was performed; there being only fourteen 
persons present! Shame! Shame! for the Americans! 


* Here lies that great patriot, Thomas Paine, 
Against whom all kings have strove in vain; 
His “ Rights of Man” they try’d to deny, 
But they are still exalted to the sky; 
And his ** Age of Reason’’ shall enlighten the world, 
When Priests and Crowns in the dust are hurl’d: 
By his ‘* Common Sense’’ Columbia’s sons were taught, 
All kings and titles to set at nought, 
The God of Nature has call’d him hence, 
For his philanthropic works to recompence, 
Angels will raise their voices to an immortal strain, 
To hail that great immortal patriot, Thomas Paine.”’ 


* Nate by R. Carlile. On reading this Epitaph, I wished our friend Car- 
ver had been a better poet, and attempted to improve it. My first inten- 
tion was to substitute what I conceited was an improved Epitaph, but a 
lurking thought came up, about the. honesty of the matter ; and I resolved 
that the admirers of Paine, in Europe, should see exactly what was said 
and done at his interment. [ shall therefore attach my version of the epi- 
taph to this note. Though I criticise Friend Carver’s poetry, I have not 
the least desire to be, or to be thought a poet ; convinced that the desig- 
nation embraces nothing either, great, good, or useful. I have heard a 
story of Mr. Wooler having put part of the “ Age. of Reason” in verse, on 
a voyage to the West Indies; but I am sure that the best of rhymes can 
be no addition to “ Common SrnsE,” nor an improvement in the “ AGE or 
Reason”. Poetry is a dress of language: it may be elegant or inelegant ; 
but I prefer to look upon, and contemplate the naked body. 


Here is laid, the spent frame of ‘Thomas Paine! 

All Kings, but King Death, strove with him in vain! 

Columbia's struggling sons, by him were early taught, 
That Kings, and men with titles are with evils fraught. 

His“ Common Sense” the cry of FREEpom gave, 

The:prize was won, by men whom he made brave! 

His sacred “ Ricuts or Man,” Kings still would check, 

But vain their will, their craft must go to wreck! 

His “ Acre or Reason” does illume the mind, 

And Priests in vain may seek to keep men blind. 

Well hast thou done it, Paine! The mighty work is done! 

Rejoice we that thou lived, not mourn that: thou art gone! 

For a spirit thou hast left! No fiction this / : 

Man thou hast redeemed and shewn the road to bliss! 
“A guide thou wilt remain ; though there in clay-cold damp, 

A guide thou wert, and are, with Liserty’s bright lamp. 
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You will observe, although I introduced angels, I believe ther 
are no such beings in existence, but in the stupid brains of men, 

New York is the sink and filth-hole of Priestcraft and Sunersti. 
tion! ‘Here are, at present, eighty-two places of worship dedicated 
to the Christian Baby-God; and more are building! There's not 
place on earth where the people are more priest-ridden; or where 

jests are so well paid for lying! The pews are sold at vandues, 
for, from three to four and from that to eight dollars a pew. After 
that, there are quarterly subscriptions, and plates are-carried round 
to their congregations every Sunday three times to collect the fools 
cents! Thus the pocket-picking system is far worse than your 
National Church. The priests, the summer before last, called q 
public meeting at the City Hall, to get the Legislature to prevent 
the Sunday morning markets, and the steam boats and hack car. 
riages. from running. They have, for some years past, obtained 
permission of the corporation to have chains fixed across the public 
streets, during the time they are worshipping their idols. I wrotea 
spirited remonstrance against it, which was published, but it had no 
effect. 1 have commenced writing an address to the Presidents and 
Members of the Bible Societies, with a recommendation to read the 
Bible. 

I have resided in America twenty-nine years, and have travelled 
fifteen hundred miles through the States.. The country is good; but 
here are the greatest scoundrels on earth! It is all speculation and 
deception; and the Government is going.into corruption as fast as 
possible. Liberty in a few years will take flight from America; 
unless the people can be brought to see the oppression they are under 
by their rulers and their priests. The Press is not so free here as 
with you ! : 

When the Priests called the public meeting that I allude to, the 
people made a noble stand against them; not one priest dared to 
shew his face, but he had to slip out of the hall by the back door, 


Yours, in friendship, 
WILLIAM CARVER, No. 97, Duane Street. 


P. S. Any information that | can give you respecting this couv- 
try, will be done with pleasure, ' If you should see my friend Clio 
Rickman, give my best respects to him. We were townsmen and 
schoolmates. 1 wish to know what Mr. Cobbett has done with Mr. 
Paine’s bones. 1 should have sent you a few pamphlets, but the 


duties are too high. Should you think proper to write to me, I shall 
receive it with pleasure, 





_ Note. Asa proof of whateMr. Carver has said about Priestcraft 

America, I subjoin the following article; and the next Number of 
The Republican,” shall be filled with observations upon this and 

other matters in a letter to Mr. Carver, R, C. 


: T Auction. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


‘Tus following publication, which has appeared in several newspapers in 
different parts of the United States, shews in the most striking manner 
the character and effects of religious fanaticism, and to what extravagant 
lengths it will cariy its unruly and destructive operations. We give it a 
place in the Prospect, because we think the perusal of it.will be gratifying 
to our subscribers ; and because, by exposing the true character of such fran- 
tic zeal, we hopé to produce some influence upon the reason of man and 
induce him to rise superior to such dreadful illusions. ‘The judicious re- 
marks at the end of this account were communicated to us by a very in- 
telligent and faithful friend to the cause of Deism *. 


Extract from a letter of the Rev. George Scott, of Mill Creek, Washington 
County, Pennsyloania to Col. Willtam M‘Farran, of Mount Bethel North- 
ampton County, P. dated Noo. 3, 1802. 

My pEaR FRIEND, 

Ws have wonderful times here. God has been pleased to visit this barren 

corner with abundance of his grace. The work began in a neighbouring con- 

gregation, at a sacramental occasion, about the last of September. It did 

not make its appearance in my congregation till the first Tuesday of Octo- 

ber. After society, in the night, there appeared an evident stir among the 
young people, but nothing of the appearance of what appeared afterwards. 

On Saturday evening following we had society, but it was dull throughout. 

On Sabbath-day one cried out, but nothing else extradrdinary appeared.— 

That evening I went part of the way to Raccoon congregation, where the 

sacrament of the supper was administered ; but on Monday morning a very 

strong impression of duty constrained me to return to my congregation 
in the Flats, where the work was begun. We met in the afternoon at the 
meeting-house where we had a warm society. In the evening we removed 
to a neighbouring house, where we continued in society till midnight ; num- 

bers were falling ali the time of society. After the people were dismissed, a 

considerable number staid and sung hymns, till perhaps two o’clock in the 

morning when the work began to the astonishmtent of all. Only five or six 
were left able to take care of the rest of the namber perhaps of near forty.— 

They fell in all directions on benches, on beds, and on the floor. Next 

morning the pepe began to flock in from all quarters. One girl came early 

in the morning, but did not get within oné hyndred yards of the house before 
she fell powerless, and was carried in. We eowld not leave the house, and 
therefore continued society all that day auntaif that night, and on Wednesday 
morning I was obliged to leave a nuattber of them on the spot. On Thursday 
evening we met again, when theeWork was amazing; about twenty persons 
lay to all appearance deadefephear two and a half hours, and a great number 
cried out with sore distr@s¥.—Friday I preached at Mill Creek. Here nothing 
appeared more thap’gfi unusual solemnity. That evening we had society, 
where great numbéts were brought under conviction, but none fell. On Sab- 
bath-day I preached at Mill Creek. This day and evening wasa very solemn 
time but none fell. On Monday I went to attend presbytery, but returned 
on Thursday evening to the Flats, where society was appointed, when num- 
bers were struck down. On Saturday evening we had society, and a very so- 
lemn time—about a dozen persons lay dead three and a half hours by the 
watch. On Sabbath a number fell, and we were obliged to continue all night 
i society, as we had done every evening we had met before. On Monday 
a Mr..H preached at Mill Creek, but nothing extraordinary ap- 


* These observations were printed at Page 731, Vol. VII. of “ The 
Republican” and.ought not to have appeared without this accompanying 

atter. 

“ The Prospect” 3 iodi icati ited i ica b 
Elihu Palmer” was @ periodical publication edited in America by 
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red, only a great deal of falling. We concluded to divide that exe, 
ing into two societies, in prder to accommodate the people. Mr. H. attended 
‘the one and I the other.) Nothing strange appeared: where Mr H, gi. 
tended; but where I attended God was ptesent in the most wonderful man- 
ner. 1 believe there was not one present but was more or less affected 
A considerable number fell powerless, and two or three after lying’ some 
time, recovered with joy, and spoke near half an hour. One, especially, 
declared-in a surprising manner the wonderful view she had of the person 
character, and offices of Christ, with such accuracy of language that I wasas- 
‘tonished to hear it. Surely this must be the work of God! On Thursday 


: 


evening wé had a lively society, but not much falling down. On Satu 


* day we all went to the Cross Roads, and attended a sacrament. Here 


‘were, pertiaps, about 1000 people collected. The weather was uncomforts. 


“ble; on the Sabbath-day it rained, and on Monday it snowed. We had thir. 


teen ministers present. ‘The exercises began on Saturday, and continued 
on night and day with little or no intermission. ~ Great numbers 
fell; to speak within bounds, there were upwards of 150 down at one time 
‘and some of them continued three or four hours with but little appearance 
‘of life. Numbers came to, rejoicing, whifé.others were deeply distressed, 
“The scetie was wonderful’: the cries of the distressed, and the agonizing 
, gave some faint representation of the awful cries and bitter screams 
‘which “will no doubt be extorted from the dammed in hell. But what i 
‘te me the most surprising, of those, who have been subjects among my pev- 
ple, with whom TI have conversed, but three had any. terrors of hell during 
‘their exercise. Thie principal cry is, O how long have I rejected Christ! 0 
‘how often have-I Leabrded my hands in his precious blood! O how often 
‘have I waded through his precious blood by stifling conviction! O this 
dreadful hard heart! O what a dreadful monster sin is! It was my sin that 
nailed Jesus to the cross, &c. | 
The preaching is various ; some thunder-the terrors of the law—other 
preach the mild invitation of the gospel. For my part, since the work be- 
gan, - Ihave confined myself chiefly to the doctrines of our fallen state by 


’ ‘nature. and the way of recovery through Christ; opening the way of salva- 


‘tidn; shéwing how Ged can ‘be just and yet be the justifier of them that - 


Believe; and also the nature of'true faith and repentance ; pointing out the 


difference between true ‘and false religion, and urging the invitations of the 
gospel in the most engaging manner that I am master of, without ay 
‘strokes of terror. The convictions and cries appear to be, perhaps, nearly 
equal under all these different fiodes of’ reaching, but it appears rather 
most when we preach oni the fulness and freeness of salvation. 
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